Prostaglandins and obesity.
In metabolic obesity energy in triglyceride stores is not readily accessible, and lipolysis to free fatty acid and glycerol seems to be somehow restrained. In the normal situation, there is a balance between a forward reaction via cyclic A.M.P. ending in lipolysis and a negative-feedback mechanism in which prostaglandins participate. In metabolic obesity there may be a biochemical error leading to overproduction of prostaglandins; as a result the forward reaction is overwhelmed and lipolysis does not take place. Since prostaglandin antagonists and inhibitors of prostaglandin synthesis are known, this hypothesis is not without therapeutic interest.